Your Stormwater Department

The United States Environmental Protection Agency issued a

mandate in 1999, through the Clean Water Act, that requires urban areas to

improve water quality of stormwater runoff.

The mandate calls for local governments to fund and implement new measures

to i mprove our nationd6s water resour

water runoff. The Lake County Stormwater Management Department (LCSMD)

—E e was formed to help communities meet the federal mandate requirements and to
i = protect the quality of stormwater in Lake County using education, science, and

technology.

Most Lake County communities are included in the EPA mandate, making them
responsible for the tasks and costs necessary to improve stormwater manage-

ment. The LCSMD is addressing mandate requirements regionally to ease the
financial and regulatory burdens on individual communities. Currently there are

14 communities in Lake County that participate in the County Program.

Why the Need for Improving Water Quality?

Studies by the Environmental S Discourages tourism in water
Protection Agency have identified related recreation activities and
stormwater runoff as one of the main businesses

threats to our lakes and rivers.

Stormwater runoff occurs when S Causes beach closings ) o
precipitation from rain or snowmelt S Creates health hazards in drinking

flows over the ground. Impervious and bathing water

surfaces like driveways, sidewalks, ang Increases taxes required for water
streets prevent stormwater from treatment and improvement
naturally soaking into the ground. facilities

Stormwater can pick up debris, Lake County depends upon clean water

chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants to sustain life and requires it for many
and flow into a storm sewer system orsocial and recreational needs, and

directly to a lake, stream, river, economic viability. We have a rich
wetland, or coastal water. heritage based upon our access to
Polluted stormwater runoff has clean, abundant and scenic water

numerous adverse effects on plants, SOUrces. Keeping water clean in Lake

animals, and people in Lake County, County is especially important since we
including: have so much of it. Water comprises

, L 76% of the County. We have over 400
S Destroys aquatic and wildlife miles of streams and rivers and 751
habitats, plants and animals, square miles of water, including 31
including endangered species miles of Lake Erie coastline.
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The Stormwater Release




Phase Il Stormwater and lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
SUSAN HABOUSTAK RS, SORMWATERSANITARIAN, LAKE COUNTY GENERALHEALTHDISTRICT

REVTERYCIVISE RSN IEYESRO RU T THNGS YOU'.CAN DO TO PROTECT STORMWATER ARE:

Stormwater Management Department or General SDrop off waste oil'and other hazardous materials
Health District testing stormwater in your area? P

The Ohio EPA under the Phase Il Stormwater  [eeellEIoilol RO IEE
program requires stormwater outfall screening in g=ik up after your pets - - throw it in the trash.

certain communities. An outfall is the point at wh '
pipes or ditches that collect rainwater and snowm SNever throw cigarette buits or trash on the

from the streets empty into a stream or lake. Thejel(eltaleBNe[EfeloNel fil o] {o]o[=14).
GQECER I efels] clyIE TSN VISR ERINTIENEhIENl SAfter lawn care and maintenance, sweep up lawn

stormwater Rules and Regulations and illicit clippings and fertilizer from the driveway, never
discharge ordinances. The Lake County Generalj
rinse them away!

Health District partners with the Lake County ) _ )
Stormwater Management Department to monitor [SIEASICEYeLIgE ISV EINERe et pleRel (o] l14)%

for illicit discharges and ensure compliance with BTl elsla{olgas R (o lb1i[al=N gtz Ugl(=Ygr=1g[e(=0

these rules and ordinances. SDo not pile grass clippings and.leaves on the banks
An illicit discharge is defined as, a dischar iy ESroymry

not entirely composed of stormwater. Examples ¢ SE i t : f I
illicit discharges are oil or fluids leaking from your N AOUr SERUERSYSIEMN IS OPEIating DropRyy

car or dirty water from power washing. Many  [ElleRelSlgielgaR{eIVIcl ISRV gICETgEET[olCR

contaminants can be carried away with stormwat@§VWVZ ! your car on the lawn or take it to a car
like fertilizers, pesticides, grass clippings, leaves, Whsh

waste, soapy water from car washing, cigarette b e

pollutants eventually end up in our rivers and Lak{SEUIERZSSICIReIRalolVETlglel (s RIS To [SRICE NN EIl:
Erie, which can lead to negative impacts on wate g§VS 11
quality for drinking water and recreational purposs ‘

You may not think that little things you do at your house make a difference. But the combined effort of an
entire community makes a big impact! Watch for poster displays at local community centers and libraries for
educational information on stormwater. If you would like more information on how to prevent illicit discharges or to

report a discharge, contact the Lake County General Health District.
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